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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
;N/N nk\ e?bh\’oBhnk  

p’ov nk\ Jhe[nbkJh}/FB 

Can Retailers Purchase 
Cigarette and Tobacco Products 

over the Internet or from an 
Unlicensed Supplier?

eh gou{B fteo/sk fJzNoB?N iK fpBK 

bkJh;?_; tkb/ ;gbkfJo s’_ f;ro/N ns/ 

szpke{ d/ T[sgkd yohd ;ed/ jB<

Things to Know 
Before You Buy Products!

s[jkv/ d[nkok T[sgkd ~ yohdD s’_  

gfjbK s[jkv/ ikDB dhnK r`bK!

Q: I am a cigarette and tobacco product retailer 
and I found a great price for some tobacco 
products being sold by a company over the 
Internet. Can I purchase these products for resale 
in my store?

gqL w?_ f;ro/N ns/ szpke{ T[sgkd dk gou{B fteo/sk jK 

ns/ w?~ fJzNoB?N T[`s/ t/u/ iKd/ e[M szpke{ T[sgkd pj[s tXhnk ehws s/ 

fwb oj/ jB. eh w?_ fJBQK T[sgkdK ~ nkgD/ ;N’o ftu t/uD bJh yohd 

;edk$dh jK<

A: That depends. In California, a licensed retailer 
may only purchase tax paid cigarettes or tobacco 
products from a licensed California distributor or 
wholesaler. You can check BOE’s website to verify 
if the company is licensed. Go to https://efile.boe.
ca.gov/boewebservices/verification.jsp

T[L fJj e[M r`bK s/ fBoGo eodk j?. e?bh\’oBhnk d/ ftu, fJe 

bkJh;?_;Xkoe gou{B fteo/sk e/tb N?e; dk G[rskB ehshnK f;ro/NK ns/ 

szpke{ d/ T[sgkdK ~ bkJh;?_;Xkoe fv;NqhfpT{No iK E’e fteo/sk s’_ gqkgs 

eo ;edk j?. fJj ikDB bJh fe ezgBh e’b bkJh;?_; j? iK Bjh_ s[;h_ ph 

U Jh (BOE) dh t?p;kJhN d/y ;ed/ j’. https://efile.boe.ca.gov/

boewebservices/verification.jsp s/ ik e/ d/y’.

In addition, any cigarettes or roll-your-own 
tobacco you intend to sell must be listed on the 
California Tobacco Directory, 
http://ag.ca.gov/tobacco/directory.php

fJ; d/ fJbktk, fe;/ th soQK dhnK f;ro/NK iK o’b-:{no-UB N’p?e’  

(roll-your-own tobacco), fi;~ s[;h_ t/uDk ukj[zd/ j’, ~ e?bh\’oBhnk 

N’p?e’ vkfJo?eNoh d/ ftu ;{uhp`X ehsk frnk j’Dk ukjhdk j?, 

http://ag.ca.gov/tobacco/directory.php

Q: I checked the BOE website and found out the 
seller does not have a distributor or wholesaler 
license with California. No wonder his price is so 
low! Can I still purchase these products?

gqL w?_ ph U Jh (BOE) dh t?p;kJhN ~ u?e ehsk ns/ gsk brkfJnk j? 

fe fteo/sk e’b e?bh\’oBhnk dk fv;NqhfpT{No iK E’e fteo/sk dk bkJh;?_; 

Bjh_ j?. j?okBrh Bjh_, fe T[; dhnkI ehwskI J/BhnkI x`N jB! eh w?_ sK th 

fJBQK T[sgkdK ~ yohd ;edk$dh jK<

A: You can if you apply to become a licensed 
distributor yourself. You must first apply with 
the BOE, and you will need to post a minimum 
security deposit of $1,000 and obtain a license 
for an annual fee of $1,000. You will also have 
regular filing requirements to report and pay taxes 
due, that will be explained when you register. To 
learn more about becoming a licensed California 
distributor, visit the BOE website at www.boe.
ca.gov. You may also call the Taxpayer Information 
Section at 800‑400‑7115 (TTY: 711); from the main 
menu, select the option Special Taxes and Fees. 
Customer service representatives are available 
weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Pacific time, 
except state holidays.

T[L s[;h_ yohd ;ed/ j’, i/ s[;h_ y[d bkJh;?_;Xkoe fv;NqhfpT{No pDB bJh 

doyk;s fdzd/ j’. s[jk~ gfjbK ph U Jh (BOE) d/ e’b doyk;s }

o{o d/Dh ukjhdh j?, ns/ s[jk~ x`N’ x`N $1,000 dk f;eUoNh fvgkf}

N iwQK eotkT[Dk gt/rk ns/ s[;h_ $1,000 dh ;bkBk ch; Bkb bkJh;?_; 

gqkgs eo’r/. s[jk~ G[rskB:’r N?e;K ~ fog’oN eoB bJh ns/ fJBQK dk 

G[rskB eoB bJh fB:ws o{g ftu ckow GoBk (ckJhfbzr) gt/rk, fiBQK d/ 

pko/ s[jk~ Ud’_ d`f;nk ikt/rk id’_ s[;h_ ofi;No j’ iKd/ j’. e?bh\’oBhnK 

dk bkJh;?_;Xkoe fv;NqhfpT{No pDB pko/ j’D ikDekoh bJh s[;h_ ph U Jh 

(BOE) dh t?p;kJhN ~ fJ`E/ www.boe.ca.gov d/y’. s[;h_ N?e;g/no 

fJBckow/FB ;?eFB (Taxpayer Information Section) ~ 800-400-7115 

(Nh Nh tkJhL711) T[`s/ th ;zgoe eo ;ed/ j’, wh~ ftu ;g?Fb N?e;} n?_v 

ch; (Special Taxes and Fees) d/ ftebg ~ u[D’. e;Nwo ;oft; d/ 

gqshfBXh ;oekoh S[`NhnK ~ S`v e/ j\s/ d/ ezwekoh fdBK ftu g?;hfce ;w/_ 

nB[;ko ;t/o/ 8L00 ti/ s’_ Fkw 5L00 ti/ s`e T[gb`pX j[zd/ jB.



PROTECT YOURSELF!
nkgDh ;[o`fynk eo’!

BOE Tools to Help You 
as a Retailer.

fJe gou{B fteo/sk t`i’_ s[jkvh wdd  

eoB bJh ph U Jh (BOE) d/ ;kXB.

u Read publication 78, Sales of Cigarette and 
Tobacco Products in California.

u gqekFB 78, ;/b nk\ f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN; 

fJB e?bh\’oBhnk gVQ’.

u Read publication 4A, Cigarette and Tobacco 
Products Licensing Act Law.

u gqekFB 4J/, f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN; 

bkJh;?_f;zr n?eN bkn gVQ’.

u Read publication 152, Cigarette and Tobacco 
Product Inspections.

u gqekFB 152, f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN 

fJz;g?eFB gVQ’.

u Verify the distributor or wholesaler license 
online. Review list by name or license number 
to verify valid licenses.

u fv;NqhfpT{No iK E’e fteo/sk d/ bkJh;?_; ~ nkB 

bkJhB u?e eo’. t?X bkJh;?_;kI dh s;dheh bJh 

;{uh dh ;whfynk, Bkw iK bkJh;?_; Bzpo d/ 

nB[;ko eo’.

u Sign up for Cigarette and Tobacco Products 
Tax email notifications.

u f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN; N?e; Jh w/b 

B’Nh\he/FBK bJh ;kfJB n`g eo’.

u Sign up for classes on Cigarette and Tobacco 
Products Licensing.

u f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN; N?e; bkJh;?_f;zr pko/ 

ebk;K bJh ;kfJB n`g eo’.

u Watch our online Cigarette and Tobacco 
Products video presentation.

u f;ro/N n?_v N’p?e’ gq’veN; N?e; T[`s/ pDhnK 

;kvhnK nkB bkJhB thfvUnK d/y’.

These tools and publications  
are all available for you at 

www.boe.ca.gov/sptaxprog/spexcise.htm

fJj ;kXB ns/ gqekFB  

s[jkv/ bJh fJ`E/ T[gb`pX jBL

www.boe.ca.gov/sptaxprog/spexcise.htm

For more information,  
please visit our website at:

www.boe.ca.gov

tX/o/ ikDekoh bJh ;kvh  

t?p;kJhN ~ fJ`E/ d/y’L

www.boe.ca.gov


